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HE Controverfy, which for fome time hath 
been carried on by a Faétion againft the 
Mini 


of Lampoon and Perfonal Reflection. Here 
all along fuppofed it would End. Men of unqueftion- 
ble Vertue, whofe Condué& goes hand in hand with the 
obleft Principles, and who make their own Glory 
d the Publick Good the Aim of all their Actions $ if 
yand their Country are fo unhappy to have Ene- 
nies, will be moft liable to be Attack’d this way: For 
ice, When Ty’d down and Pinion’d, will Foam and 
sputter; and Toothlefs Envy can eafily find Organs 
nough to Seold with, and Mumble over the bitrereft 
ccrations. Befides ; we are not now to be told, that 
ich Enemies, fo Spireful and Inveterate, to fuch a Mi- 
ifry, fo fecure in their own Goodnefs and Reputation, 
vill naturally betake themfelves to Weapons, they think 
» well fitted to their Hands ; and which they imagine 
can weild with fo much Agility and Succefs, ir 
Spite and Malice will fupply the Place of better Ta- 
ents, at leaft among their own Followers; who are 
only to be pleas’d with the moft noifome Dregs and De- 
formities of 3 whereas Wit and Genius would re- 
ftrain and it, and keep ie within the Rules of 
i. The heavieft Body finks deepeft in Fens and Bogs, 
the Mire and Canal of Defamation: Where thefe Sca- 
care not how much they foul their own Hands, 
6 they can empty fomte Part of the Filth upon the next 
ir Objeft, that offends them with its Appearance. 
tach Infeéts rarurally infeft the fineft Fruic ; and hike 
s, Fools, and Blacks, are fo far in Requeft, as to 
reckou'd amiong the Retainers and Equipage of a 
n wality. is is the time of the Year, when 
a certain Sett of officious Birds are employ’d in throw- 
ig Dirt up againit the greateft and moft {plendid Hos- 
s, where they Neftle and Breed : But the good-natur'd 
Squire or Nobleman, is fo far from being offended at 
uch Inmates, or from ordering them to be fwept away, 
hat, as I am well inform d, they are in many Families 
reputed to bé Ominous, and very kindly receiv’d as the 
Fore-runners of Wealth and Profperity. The Saryrical 
ompofures of the Whizs feem to be of much the fame 
Nature, and made up of the like dirty Materials. It is 
oné of their MetHods of Propagation : and the Archi- 
els proceed upon the very fame Principles of Infting. 
he moft iMuftrious Houfe arc moft expofed to their 
Ithy Incroachments : But however, the Order, Strength 
an ificence of a noble Sear, are not in the leaft 
apair'd by thefe uncouth Additions; and thee does 
ot feem to be any to removing the 
, fince in a very little rime boch the new } 
nd Builder, with the while Volatile Species, will va- 
nith and be no more; if fuch a manner, that we fhall 
vonder by what } OF Generation, Creatures of the 
fame Shape and Difpofition, came abroad agat the 
ery next Summer. I treat the Whigs with Favour as 
vell as Gentlenefs, when I call their Perfonal Reflections 
by thie” Name of . It Kad“Been ahigh Compie- 
nt to call them only L : Bur I am ee 
et them make the mot of, their [aff Axgument. As th 
ave the wotft of Men to Tefend; and the worft of 
ions to Juftify, fo they have the weakeft and moft 


—_—" 


abje& Crew of Wretches in Nature to pleafe and gra- 


. tity; nip rey wedge (or fink as low as ever 
iffry, is at length refolv’d into the un- . 


fathomable Abyfs and inexhauftible Source ° 


can in their Effays a PN pe of Scandal, the 
better to come at the crue Tafte of their Followers, and 
be upon a level with their Underftanding: For it is 
this Simpathy and Agreemen® amo all the Parties, 
the Writer, the Reader, the Hero, and the Canfe, that 
ives vent to the Staple Commodity, and quickens the 
ket for Afperfion and Calumny. | will not fay; 
but that there may be here and there a Genins amon 
them, well turn'd tor mafterly Wit and Raflery: 
they may have a few Waiters, who probably would 
ea Confcience of keeping fome feint Refemblances 
of Truth in Views But thefe Arts are out of Seafon ; 
and the Profeflors of them referv'd in profound Silence. 
The Bare-Garden and Billingfgate are the Thearres they 
moft refort to at prefent: Plain unartful Scandal is more 
their Talent, and of greater Ufe as Things now ftand ; 
and will better anfwer the Demands and Capacity borls 
of their Great and Little Vulgar. For as there are fome 
Rakes, whofe Appetites are fo Debauch’d, that they 
can upon a homely Creature, if lewd enough for 
their Purpofe; whilft they are infenfible to true Beau- 
Pf ftritly Chaft and Verruous: So there are Party- 
aders and Griticks, who can hug the grofleft Ribaldry, 
tho’ never fo Senfelefs and Il-defign’d, purely for be- 
ing Abufive, and for grarifying their particular Spleen 
and Malice ; when crue }Vit and juft Saiyr, tho’ never 
Savoury and Regular, nor fo: well-aim’d againft a reign- 
ing Vice or Prejudice, fhali be cry’d down and negieét- 
ed, as Taftlefs, Fiat and Infipid. 

Thefe Reflestions occur'd ro me, upon a View of the 
Writings of the Whigs for this laff Month ; an Amufe- 
ment, in which, I own with Remorfe, I do fometimes 
mifpend an Hour or Two. The Truth is, they always Fy 
a ow in fo confpicuous a manner, that one cannot 
go abroad, without being over-perfuaded to flare at and 
obferve it. The entire Cuileition confifts of Lasmpoons, 
Pafquils, Songs, Ballads, Haly Shects, and Three-peny 
Cuts, full of ftale Jefts, vile Reficétions, Self-evident 
Lyes, horrid Calumnies, lewd Billingfgate, fenfelefs 
Buffoonry, and a mixture of all Evils and Defe4ts, that 
Words can poffibly be guilty of: All which Stuff, fairly 
bundled up and laid together, is the prefent Apology of 
the People call’d Whigs, and the Paw and true Accoum of 
their Proceedings. Moft of this Black Scrawl and printed 
Dawbing, is barefac’d Calumny, and a heap of Perton- 
al Refleétions piled upon each other, fo many Lines and 
Pezes thick as the Piece confifts of. If one of their 
Writers drops an Allegory, another foon explains it, for 
fear of lofing the Secret; and tho’ fome of thefe foul 
Sheets have the Word Sermon, and erhaps the Addi- 
tional Term Chari:y fairly written on their Frontifpiece ; 
yet upon going deeper, you foon difcover the Banter, 
and fee all the fhameful Nakednefs of a Libe/ under that 
venerable Covering. The Defign of thefe Writings is 
not to difcant upon the Aétions and real Charaéters of 
the beft and greateft Men among us ; but to Triflqgvirh 
their birch, ae Education, Names, Kiatred, 
Eftates, Habitations, Equipages, Looks, Goyfures, Hulits, 
Occonomy, way of Speaking, and the like minute Circum- 
ftances; which are made an ample Fund for Scandal], 
as Projcors raife vaft Sums out of Toy: and Tres. If 
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time one of thefe Wretches launches his Pen into 

s of Moment, and attacks a Virgin Unfpotted Cha- 
ratier, in fome material Point, upon the Evidence 
raged adice or Rumour ; “tis odds bat the Au- 
r aéts the. of the Old 4x Hangmen, who 
firft Deflower'id an@ then Exected.. Our Misfortune is, 
that thefe Dregs and Offals of Scandal and Sedition have 
found their way from the Porter's Bench and Ballad- 
Singer's Station into the beft Company, and intrude 
into the moft reputable Coffee-houfes; where if you en- 


ter into with the poor Hawker about the real 
Value of her Goods, ‘tis Ten to One bur the Scolds 
with you ina better Style than Her Author does 


with the Government ; and gives you a better Account 





ever thefe Blockbeads may think of their Csz41, 5. 
Itch for News and Scandal, will fill retain Underg,.; 
ing enough, even without the Ufe of the Pen, to |... 

above the Level of fiich Writers. . They will T>) 1.45 
peal made tothem ; and naturally take the Part of ¢),,; 

who are attack’d in fo Foul and Cowardly a iain, 

They fee in what good Company their beft Friends . 
abus'd. Mae/fy it felf is not fecure: For fome ot the, 
abominable aromenes do not ftick to Reilest even y.. 
on the Sacred Perfon of the O: : And of them jy 
particular, which was handed about laf Week, 5, 
Shock'd me, that I could not forbear asking with a, 
honeft Warmth; whether any Body had put a P.1d/,;4 
upon the Pillory and Whipping: Po/t ; or given Orde; 





of Things, than the Pamphlet, which fhe holds out for «tor fhutting up the Road to Tyburn? 


fal. 
ro em about to prefent my. Readers with a Cata- 


league of che Whigs Monthly Library, nor to enter into 
4@.Critich uponeach particular Book and Ballad. 1 do 
mot‘owe quite fo much Spite to the Dead, and fuch 
areshardly worth my Raifing. But where a whole 
of Dogs are run mad, | have fomething to fay 
tothe Hunt/man: The Mafters of the Bear-Garden 
ought, I conceive, to ufe fairer Play; and either to 
their Breed, or to Tye them up, till they arc 
dor under better Difcipline. If their Hayzers 
Would Write, and their Writers Hawk, they would foon 
find by coming.abroad in Perfon, how the pudemenc 
of Mankind ftands; and Both miglit be the better for 
it.. Whatever Meafures they pleafe to give into, fill I 
infift, hat. the. Party ought to call in their Moroders, 
and Silence thefé Scoundrels ; which | fhall prove they 
ate oblig'd to do, not becaufe it is their Duty, but tora 
Reafon they will beanuch fonder of, becaufe it is their 
Intercft. e207 
I thal] not prefume to put them in mind of a known 
Truth ; That the badnefs of any Caufe is feen in the 
Defence of it. J believe they care not how Bad their 
Canfe appears, when their Bufinefs.is to engage the 
wore Too's and Anftruments they can. Like to Like, is 
a Proverb that hoids good, as well Above-grund as Un- 
der. Neither can | imagine they are perfuaded, that 
thefe Improvements in the Art.of Libeling and Scanda’, 
ate comprehended within the Liberties of the Prefs, any 
more than cifperfing Poyfon in Paper, and Stabbing 
in the dark, can be reckon’d among the Priviledges of 
a Free born People, \t therefore they fhould puth the 
Legifiature upon a Neceflity of l-ying their Adiguelets 
and Bandits «f the Profs under fome legal Reftraints, 
they can blame no body but themfelves; and muft, on 
that Account, expeét ro bear the Infults and Reproaches 
of their own Party: For according to the beft Rules 
of Policy, whenever the II] Confequences of Liberty 
are)more and greater than thofe of Power, the Latter 
will, and ouglit to interpofe, for the Limitation and 
Coercion of the Furmer ; and fuch a reftaint may be 
juftified upon Principles of common Good and Safety. 
or can thefe People think they are Injurd, when 
their Fellow-Subjects, our of refpect to them, readily 
‘Join to confine them, for their own Sakes, within the 
seafonable Bounds of good Senfe and good Man- 
ner le 
Another reafon why I would advife the IVbizs to pre- 
vert the Interpofition of the Government by their own 
Authority, is becaufe this Low Libelling can never an- 
fwer the main End, for which it was contrived. The 
Great Men they aim at, cannot be fuppofed to have lei- 
fare to attend to fuch Trifles ; and the common Notices 
pt S:nf ain will dire& them to keep out of the way of 
wha is Stinking and Noifome. Such Dit cannot come 
nearer than their Coach-Woeels ; and the Vulgar, what- 


Befides ; thefe People ought to defift from a Conf. 
deration of their own want of Tales and Ger, 
They are unquality'd even for this vile and abject U). 
dertaking : Of which we have a plain Inftance in ih, 
Cafe of Ballads ; an Entertainment ftrangely funk fron 
that Spirit and Reputation, which they had in the 
Reign of King Charles Il. If only the Crab-Trve could 
have Reply’d as he ought, to the unjuft Ufage of hi 
Name, the whole Species of that Vegetable mutt have 
been loft; and there is not a Slip of that. Sort, tha 
had not worn it {elf out in the Controyerfy. When 
the Woigs will retrieve this Art, 1] cannot yet fee: And 
what Advantage the Remains of it can Be to their 
Caufe, no Mortal can tell; fo long as Mr. D:—~ 
obferves an exact Neutralty, without breaking his P. 70. 
by the fatal Example of a Brother-Wu. 1 am fure, it 
they will take the Cap upon them, and fall down to the 
Buffion Parts, they ought at leaftto Divert ; and if they 
fail there, fince they muft fill be upon the Stage, they 
fhould enter only as Muies, or return to their old Bu 
finefs of Scene-/hifting. 

They may alfo retest, that by expofing themfelves 
thus, they ~engage their Friends in a flayath infu ppott- 
able Drudgery, for the fuppoxt of their Charaétex ; And 
by enquiring into Bir:b, Parentage, Education, and other 
Paris of Sccret Hiftory, they bring I Know not how 
many Dangers upon their own Heroes. and Patriots, 
The Fxaminer hath been Libeli'd for Touching upon 
Perfons, tho’ he never did it but with an Eye to Fall 
and Occurrences of a publick Nature, where the Men- 
tion of the Parties concern’d was \uft and ‘Unavoidable, 
What would become of them, if fome VVriter of the 
fame Side fhould take up their own Precedent, and fol- 
low them in all their Lengths? Tho’ the Tories could 
really not write Reprizals; and tho’ fome of their Leader 
are fafe in Original Olfcuri y, yet many of them, ani 
thofe the mot Confiierable, would abundantly faffer, if 
their Enemies were only to turn Edirors,and Reprint thei 
Old Chara&ters upon them. For nothing is more no- 
torious, than that the Favourites of One Reign lal 
been the Jeft of Tivo, without any regard to the Dj- 
ferences about Religion ox Polticks: And the Wog 
cannot yet take the Benefit of Popifb Meafures ; but f 
they will have their Sint, muft make him within the 
Century, when perhaps fome part of his Merit may 10! 
be forgotten. 

Unhappy Race of Men! How prepofteroufly do 
they act? Inftead of Satyr, which fpares the Perfon and 
only lathes the Vice, they let Vice alone, and meddle 
only with Perfons, which is Scandal, Anflead of Accu 
fing by naming the Perfons and Faéls, they run Riot in 
Generals, which is mere Trifling and Woelefale Canmny: 
Thus they Satyvize when they dhould fecufe, and Accu: 
when they fhould Saiyrize; being perfed!y Unskill’ 
in the laft Weapons, that can do them any Service. 
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